READY OR NOT…

Romanian video art
Curator Irina Cios
Established in the ‘90s as an art in its full rights, video is a very resourceful medium in Romanian art today. Facing both opportunities
 and threats
 video art is quiet present in art events, museum spaces, art centers or galleries all over Romania. 

The firsts to have stepped into video art were the artists belonging to the “generation of the ‘80s”. Names such as Călin Dan, Teodor Graur, Dan Mihălțianu, Marilena Preda Sânc, subREAL, Miclos Onucsan, Georghe Rasovszky, Roxana Trestioreanu, Radu Igaszag, Alexandru Antik a.o. were present in international shows already in the early ‘90s. The older generation, those who were the pioneers of experimental film (8 & 16 mm) joined in and continued to be active both in video and in multimedia (Kinemaikon, Geta Brătescu, Ion Grigorescu). Their creation in the ‘90s set a base for the generations to come. The access to information, a proper understanding of a time based medium different from cinema, access to digital technology for image capture and processing brought many interesting artist into the art scene. Today video artists such as Mona Vătămanu & Florin Tudor, Mircea Cantor, Ciprian Mureșan, Kis-Pál Szabolcs, Joszef Bartha, Aurelia Mihai are enjoying international appreciation. 
Ready or not… presents the works of 8 Romanian young artists formed in the ‘90s, active as well in photography, installation or performance. What brings them together is a certain ludicrous approach, a cocktail that involves bitter humor, playful irony and poetic reflection. Trying to explore the multi-faced identity of today’s being these works reflect on individuals permanently related to several space-time realities.

The works speak about leveling, atomization, aggression and dehumanization by means of seductive, intriguing and provocative images that involve the viewer in a deconstructive process that activates the imagination into reconstructing urgent actual themes such as: relating to both local and global (Bogdan Teodorescu), approaching otherness (Regele Ionescu), facing consumerism (Delia Popa), dealing with alienation (Stefan Constantinescu), escaping isolation (Nicu Ilfoveanu & Michele Bressan), facing futureless childhood (Irina Botea) or coping with reality (Cristina David). The selection invites to an approach that refuses post processing and the linear narrative in favor of a lecture pulverized in a variety of meanings and shapes. 
Ready or not… calls eventually for a hide and seek experience. It is up to each viewer to find the way through the videos and to experience an emotional, affective and creative journey.
� Parallel with the restructuring of the higher education system are established at the beggining of the `90s art universities create specialized departments for photography, video art and multimedia (1993 in Cluj and 1995 in Bucharest and later in Timişoara and in Iaşi).





� The lack of financial support for video productions and technical facilities. The video art production relies mainly on artists’ own skills and resources.





