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Public debate
PUBLIC ART, MONUMENTS, AND THE RUIN OF CITIES
Romania at the 60th International Art Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia

 
On Monday, August 19, 2024, 5:00 p.m., the public debate entitled "Public Art, Monuments, and the Ruin of Cities” will take place in the conference hall of The Romanian Institute of Culture and Humanistic Research in Venice (Palazzo Correr, Campo Santa Fosca, Cannaregio 2214).

The event – part of the program proposed by Romania at Biennale Arte 2024 – will be coordinated by Ovidiu Țichindeleanu, and attended by guests Rozalinda Borcilă, Suzana Milevska, and Andreas Fogarasi.

The provocation of this public debate, complementing the Romanian project at Biennale Arte 2024, is to transfer Walter Benjamin’s analysis of baroque paintings to the current struggles, in public art, of turning material content into truth content, of creating collective meaning within a production of ruins. 

“The transformation of material content into truth content makes the decrease in effectiveness, whereby the attraction of earlier charms diminishes decade by decade, into the basis for a rebirth, in which all ephemeral beauty is completely stripped off, and the work stands as a ruin.”
(W. Benjamin)
The invited guests share a wealth of practices and observations that resituate the work of art in the extended socio-cultural field, from interventionist art in the city to the work of the artist and curator as a witness to processes of structural change, symbolic erasure, and appropriation, and as a creator of spaces for alternative learning.

Ovidiu Țichindeleanu, with a PhD in philosophy at Binghampton University, State University of New York, is a philosopher, translator, and cultural theorist, writing on critical social theory, decolonial thought, alternatives epistemologies, histories of senses and cultural history. Since 2012 he has taught at The Decolonial Summer School, University College Roosevelt, Middelburg, Netherlands. Among others, he is the co-founder of the independent platforms Indymedia Romania, CriticAtac.ro and LeftEast.

Rozalinda Borcilă is a migrant, artist and activist, whose research projects combine analytic and embodied modes of learning. Her work explores settler colonialism as a place-making project that involves entangled violences, coalescing around extractive flows of capital, institutional forms and regimes of property, but also around modes of feeling and relation. She works in different (counter-)institutional settings: museums, universities, art centers, community spaces, squats, and in the streets.

Suzana Milevska is a theorist, a curator and a professor of art and visual culture. Her interest is in the postcolonial critique of hegemonic regimes of representation, feminist art and gender theory, participatory and collaborative art practices. She curated the cross-disciplinary project The Renaming Machine and published the book Gender Difference in the Balkans in 2010.

Andreas Fogarasi is an artist who lives and works in Vienna. He analyses how places, cities, political ideas, or historic events become images and questions the role of culture – art, architecture, and design – in this process. For his video installation Kultur und Freizeit, he received the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale in 2007. His work has been featured in group and solo exhibitions at renowned institutions from Mexico to Paris.

Romania participates at Biennale Arte 2024 with the project WHAT WORK IS, presented in the Romanian Pavilion in Giardini della Biennale and at The New Gallery of the Romanian Institute of Culture and Humanistic Research in Venice.

Exhibitor: Șerban Savu
Invited artist: Atelier Brenda (Nana Esi & Sophie Keij)
Curator: Ciprian Mureșan

Commissioner: Ioana Ciocan

A project initiated by IDEA Foundation

Project Manager: Cristian Alexandru Damian
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Production: Lucian Indrei, Mihai Jula 
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Coordinator of public debates: Ovidiu Țichindeleanu
Editors: Mihnea Mircan, Bertha Savu
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Graphic Design: Atelier Brenda
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PR: Sutton Agency; Dăescu Borțun Olteanu Agency (DBO) 
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Organisers: Romanian Ministry of Culture; Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Romanian Cultural Institute

Project realised with the support of Galeria Plan B

Partners: The Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw; S.M.A.K., Ghent; The National Museum of Contemporary Art of Romania; The National Art Museum of Moldova; Kunsthalle Bega,
Timișoara; “George Enescu” National University of Arts, Iași; The Academy of Music, Theatre and Fine Arts, Chișinău; Nicodim Gallery; Dawid Radziszewski Gallery

Sponsors: UniCredit Bank, Bucharest; Blue Line Energy; Electroglobal; Crama La Salina; Cluj Cultural Centre
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