Nicolas Simion Sextet “Transylvanian Jazz” feat. Zoltan Lantos, violin(Hungary), Omer Klein, piano(Israel), Norbert Scholly, guitar (Germany); Martin Gakonovski, bass (Macedonia); Lieven Venken, drums (Belgium); Nicolas Simion saxes (Romania).

The sextet exults the energy of a multitude of traditions and musical forms, with sounds from Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Macedonia, Turkey, combined with folk, pop and modern jazz elements. 

Nicolas Simion was born in a small village in the Carpathian Mountains of Transylvania. He decided to emigrate to Vienna in 1989, where he met both local and international jazz heroes and, for the first time in his life, had the opportunity to play with them. His first CD under the name "Black Sea" was released in 1992. Since then he drew the attention of a growing audience with periodical releases.

He is one of the most innovative musicians on today's scene. In 1995 he was awarded the "Koernerpreis" for a work commissioned by the Austrian Ministry of Culture. He lives in Cologne since 1997.

"Like his models Béla Bartòk and George Enescu, he draws on the inexhaustible reservoir of his Transylvanian native country, without neglecting the connecting points to bebop and hardbop"  Walter Schätzlein
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