KISUFIM 2009

The Jerusalem Conference of Jewish Writers

Monday-Thursday, December 7 -10, 2009

Language, Exile and the Jewish Writer
at Mishkenot Sha'ananim and Beit Avi Chai

Monday, December 7, 2009 – Beit Avi Chai

17:00-18:30 Session 1: Exile and Home

Host: Meron C. Izakson

Brief greetings: Dani Danieli and Uri Dromi

The Meaning of “Exile” 

Moderator: Myriam Anissimov

Esther Bendahan, Meron C. Izakson

The Meaning of “Home” 

Moderator: Haviva Pedaya
Dara Horn, Lucette Lagnado
19:00-20:30 Session 2: Exile and Language (Dedicated to the Memory of Avot Yeshurun)

Moderator and Host: Hava Pinhas-Cohen

Poetic Greeting: Rodger Kamenetz

    Different Directions
    A Conversation Between Norman Manea and Aharon Appelfeld  

Interlude: A Musical Tribute to Haim Gouri.  Music: Ori Leshman.  Vocals: Mai Israeli

(performance sponsored by Beit Avi Chai)

Poetry and Exile 

Peter Cole, Emmanuel Moses, Israel Pincas  

Tuesday, December 8, 2009 – Beit Avi Chai 

09:00-10:30 Session 3: The Writer as Exile

Moderator and Host: Hadassa Wollman 

Lisa Ginzburg, David Markish, Itamar Yaoz-Kest  

11:00-12:00 Individual Voices 
Michal Govrin, Lucette Lagnado, Tal Nitzan,Israel Pincas, Géza Röhrig 

13:30-15:00 Workshops and Roundtables 

My Home Away From Home 
A Tribute to Avraham Sutzkever (in Yiddish)
Moderator: Mendy Cahan 
Rivka Basman, Miriam Koral, Michael Felsenbaum 
    ( Romanian Literature Beyond Romania (in Romanian)

    Moderator: Leon Volovici
    Iosef Eugen Campus, Norman Manea, Gina Sebastian-Alcalay, Eran Sela, Zoltan Terner
( "Our God Does Not Understand Russian": An Homage to Michael Gendelev, Ilya Bokshtein, Saveliy Grinberg, Three Israeli Poets Who Wrote in Russian (in Russian and Hebrew)

Moderator: Peter Kriksunov
Michal Govrin, Hedva Harechavi, Gali Dana Singer, Nekoda Singer 
( From Avigdor Hameiri to Miklós Radnóti: A Meeting of the Journal Múlt és Jövő: Past and Future (in Hungarian)

Moderator: János Kobányai
Imre Goldstein, Andre Hajdu, Géza Röhrig, Itamar Yaoz-Kest 

( Rome and Jerusalem (in Italian)

Moderator: Marina Arbib
Lisa Ginzburg, Alessandro Piperno 

( Spanish and the Jewish Writer Today (in Spanish)

Moderator: Herzl Inbar
Esther Bendahan, Marcelo Birmajer, Ilan Stavans
( Language and Longing (in Hebrew)

Moderator: Yoram Nisinovitch
Alex Ben-Ari, Eliaz Cohen, Shimon Fogel, Orit Gidli, Anat Levin 

( A Rountable on Translation (English and Hebrew)

With Peter Cole and Emmanuel Moses
    16:00-17:30 Session 4: Exile and Language II (Dedicated to Paul Celan)

    Moderator and Host: Menachem Lorberbaum

    Michal Govrin, Andre Hajdu, Norman Manea, Robert Schindel 

18:00-19:00 Individual Voices 
Emmanuel Moses, Eyal Megged, Hagit Grossman, Sharon Hart-Green, David Markish 

19:30-21:00 Session 5: Different Faces of Exile:  

Host: Jonathan Rosen

Cynthia Ozick in conversation with Myriam Anissimov and Menachem Lorberbaum  
(video conference sponsored by The Public Affairs Office of the American Embassy in Israel)
Ilan Stavans in conversation with Eli Amir

Different Voices
Marcelo Birmajer, Linda Grant, Alessandro Piperno, Robert Schindel 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009– Mishkenot Sha'ananim
09:00-10:30 Session 6: Other Places
Moderator and Host: Aliza Lavie

Moderator: Nava Semel 

Eshkol Nevo, Alessandro Piperno 
Home and Away

Géza Röhrig, Dina Rubina, Nava Semel, Ana Šomlo 
11:00-12:00 Individual Voices
Admiel Kosman, Sabina Messeg, Dina Rubina, Ana Šomlo, Joseph Skibell 

13:30-15:00 Workshops and Roundtables  

( A Conversation with Angel Wagenstein (in Bulgarian)

Moderator: Heni Berler
( Language as Homeland (in French)
Moderator: Marlene Braester
Myriam Anissimov, Ami Bouganim, Esther Orner, Betty Roitman, Emmanuel Moses 

( “Yearning for Exile” in the New Generation of Israeli Writers (in Hebrew)
Moderator: Ariel Levinson  
Yiftah Ashkenazi, Almog Behar, Lilach Netanel, Elhanan Nir, Dvir Zur

( A Conversation with Robert Schindel (in German)
Moderator: Giora Rosen
( The Situation of the Jewish Writer in the Anglo World (in English)
Moderators: Michael P. Kramer  
Linda Grant, Sharon Hart-Green, Lucette Lagnado, Jonathan Rosen, Joseph Skibell 

16:00-17:30 Session 7: The Humor of Exile:  (Dedicated to Ephraim Kishon) 

Host: Michael P. Kramer

Moderator: Meir Uziel

Marcelo Birmajer, Roni Somek, Angel Wagenstein, 

18:00-19:00 Individual Voices
Karen Alkalay-Gut, Roni Somek, Ilan Stavans, Angel Wagenstein, Rafi Weichert 

19:30-21:00 Session 8: Exile and Jewish Tradition 
(sponsored by the Shaindy Rudoff Graduate Program in Creative Writing, Bar-Ilan University)  
Moderator and Host: Allen Hoffman

Exile and Transcendence
Moderator: Dov Elbaum

Asaf Inbari, Rodger Kamenetz, Admiel Kosman
Individual Voices: Yisrael Eliraz, Elhanan Nir, Linda Zisquit
Portable Homeland
Yochi Brandes, Dara Horn, Joseph Skibell 
Thursday, December 10, 2009 – Mishkenot Sha'ananim
10:00-10:30 Session 9: Exile and the Jewish Writer Today

Moderator and Host: Uri Dromi

10:30-11:00 There’s No Place Like Home

Zeruya Shalev in Conversation with Bilha Ben-Eliyahu

10:30-11:00 Individual Voices: Esther Bendahan, Lisa Ginzburg, Hava Pinhas-Cohen

11:30-12:30 Exile and the Jewish Writer Tomorrow 

Linda Grant, Meron C. Izakson, Hava Pinhas-Cohen, Jonathan Rosen 

Space is limited

Program is subject to changes

Simultaneous translation to English and Hebrew will be provided
Tickets: Bimot 02-6237000, www.bimot.co.il
Admission per session - NIS 40; students and senior citizens - NIS 30  
For more information: 

Phone: 02-629-2215, email: prog@mishkenot.org.il, web:  www.mishkenot.org.il
Beit Avi Chai
44 King George St. Jerusalem

Indoor parking available for a fee, entrance on Keren Kayemet St.

Buses:  4, 7, 8, 21, 31, 32, 74

Mishkenot Sha'ananim
The Konrad Adenauer Conference Center, Yemin Moshe, Jerusalem 

Free parking is available at the Liberty Bell Garden (Gan Ha'Paamon) or at the Mount Zion Parking Lot

4, 4א, 7, 8, 13, 18 :Buses
