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Israel's socio-political reality causes her to be detached from neighboring countries, while linking
her to distant centers in Europe and the US. Partly because of different historical processes, Israel
has always considered herself closer in a cultural sense to the West, and to leading cultural centers,
such as Paris, London and New York. Throughout the 20" century, those cultural centers expanded
and created a system of control that perpetuated their status, and represented their concept of
cultural hegemony. Israel tried for many years to become a part of this system and enhance its
place within its hierarchical structure. Adoption of the concepts of the powerful Western art centers
prevented the possibility of noticing any art work in our area in neighboring countries with a similar
climate and comparable cultural characteristics.

In this respect, the The Haifa Mediterranean Biennale now opening in Haifa, has an important
role in creating a new contact network of artists from countries in the area - the Mediterranean
states. These contacts are based upon new cultural systems, that are contrary to the existing
hierarchical system - a system that differentiates between center and periphery and considers local
work based only on the extent of its association with imported trends from strong Western centers.
The purpose of the Haifa biennale is to create a new contact system, through which artists from
the nearby areas can cooperate, initiate activities and exchange views, unencumbered by the fixed
patterns of the established systems.

The Haifa biennale is a sort of laboratory where the various ideas and suggestions expressed, can
be examined and put into practice in different regional locations. Nowadays, global art has become
fettered and dependent on the economic system that is based on capitalistic principles. The biennale
offers an alternative platform emphasizing local processes formed by encounter and cultural
exchange, not by importing already-completed creations. The biennale provides opportunities
for meeting and exchanging opinions, and forming bonds leading to future activities. It offers a
platform for artists from the periphery to present their work without having to adjust themselves to
established modes set by the major centers. These centers tend to create sub-genres, succumbing to
a constant need to discover novel activities and introduce artists from new and “exotic" sources.

The biennale places the issue of education as one of its central aims. It tries to encourage and
involve the local population in promoting it, making them active partners. The aim of the biennale
is to allow the population at large to be exposed to the different areas used by art nowadays, and
the various methods used by artists. In the course of the work at the exhibition, and during the
performance, artists will offer discussions and lectures to children, students and the general public.
The performance will be complemented by this booklet to enable the viewer to receive as much
information as possible about the artists, the works on display and the ideas upon which the general
project is based. Nowadays, it is very important to try and close the gap between the general public
and contemporary art, and this can be done by mediating between the two and providing accurate
information on the subject.

Belu-Simion Fainaru
Art Director and Biennale Curator
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Household Goods

The subject of "Household Goods" has long been a part of Israeli culture. This expression opens
up discussion relating to questions of identity, location, time and individuality in an era of
global culture and society based on fluctuations on the stock exchange, consumerism and
profit. At the same time, issues still remain regarding location, personal identity, originality
and local culture. The expression “Household Goods" relates to the wish to build a home with
a sense of belonging. It expresses the heart, the emotion; a home containing love, memories,
spirituality, mutuality, receptive to the “other", in contrast to feelings of pain, breakdown and
alienation.

This exhibition offers us an opportunity to form a bond between what we are and what is
happening around us, to look deep down into our situation in the present, the future and the
past. Art, and in this case "The Haifa Mediterranean Biennale", offers a platform relating to
this topic by means of creations by artists, who will consider and probe these questions while
expressing themselves by means of all the different media, such as sculpture installations,
painting, photography, video, architecture, and others.

Belu-Simion Fainaru
Art Director and Biennale Curator
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The dictionary defines the word "biennale” as “a biennial event, usually dedicated to
contemporary art". The Venice biennale began in 1895, and the Haifa international biennale is
starting here and now, at the beginning of 2010. It will be a unique exhibition of plastic art,
displayed from within containers that will be placed in two locations on the “Port Campus”
during a two-month period.

The "Port Campus” area lies between the port wall and Ha'atzmaut Street. This formerly
delapidated urban area, was renovated by transforming its infrastructure and design. The
purpose of the renovated area was modified and it is now populated by university faculties,
student dormitories, coffee shops, pubs, galleries and restaurants. We chose the “Port Campus”
as the perfect location to hold the Haifa biennale.

The biennale will be a festive event of an urban-artistic nature, with the participation of
40 international artists. The performances on the subject of "Household Goods" will be placed
inside containers that are used to transport merchandise by sea, and we made them into spaces
for performances that will be placed in specific areas on the “Port Campus".

"The Haifa Mediterrean Biennale" is a place where artists from all over the world, of every
religion and community, can meet for a creative encounter, just like the city of Haifa that
has long become a symbol of coexistence between different communities and religions, and a
multicultural encounter as a basis for tolerance between the inhabitants. But it seemed natural
that this would also find expression in the cultural events taking place in the city, such as the
Haifa International Film Festival and the “Festival of the Festival” that has become the festival
of Haifa and its citizens, who believe that Haifa's reality reflects the dream of peace between
the State of Israel and her neighbors.

As with all new beginnings, there is some uncertainty prior to the event. However, we
in Haifa have had a great deal of experience in organizing artistic and cultural events, our
infrastructures are wonderful and we have professionals who have been working around the
clock to make the idea of “The Haifa Mediterranean Biennale" into a unique occasion and an
unforgettable cultural experience.

Come to Haifa and you too can join in a cultural encounter that cannot be found anywhere
else in Israel!

Yona Yahav
Mayor of Haifa
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