Annex 1 Description of Action

TR0703.02-01/004-EU-TURKEY Civil Society Dialogue – Cultural Bridge

“DIGITAL BRIDGES”

1. Beneficiaries

The partnership of Digital Bridges project comprises 8 operators (Partners and Associates) – e.g. civil society organizations from France, Romania, and Turkey:

· Owner: French Institute of Turkey

· French Partner: ESJ (School of Journalism) of Lille

· Turkish Partner: Anadolu University of Eskisehir (Faculty of Communication Sciences)

· Romanian Partner: Bucharest University (Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication Studies)

· Turkish Associate: TRT (Turkish Radio and Television Corporation) 

· Romanian Associate: Dimitrie Cantemir – Romanian Cultural Institute of Istanbul
2. Project Purpose

The project proposal consists in setting-up and running a transnational multimedia cyber-platform “Digital Bridges” for young European journalists, cultural operators and artists (at first from Turkey, Romania, and France) to dialogue on cultural events, theory, practice, and all related cross-cutting themes.
The project will enable multicultural teams of 70 undergraduate and graduate students in journalism (from Turkey, Romania, and France) to cover cultural events between 2009 and 2010 in 5 different European countries. They will altogether follow-up and conduct an impact analysis of cultural activities during:

· the Turkish cultural season in France

· Istanbul Capital of Culture 2010

· 2 other capital of culture 2010 (Pécs, Essen)

· Other cultural activities carried out int Turkey by Cultural Institutes / centre of other EU member states, including the implementation of Cultural Bridges Programme in Turkey (projects of Goethe Institute, British Council and Italian Cultural Institute)

3. Overall Objective

The overall objective of the project is to give an innovative dimension to the cultural communication – via a cyber platform (internet) – between Turkey and EU while contributing to the intercultural dialogue between young journalists, cultural operators, artists and public opinion. 

More specifically, the proposed action intends to: 

· Increase the visibility and awareness about cultural events taking place mainly in France and Turkey, but also in other EU Member States (Capitals of Culture) in 2009 and 2010
· Promote dialogue between young journalists of several European countries through online press coverage of cultural events 
· Enable other young people, among them students in journalism, communication and arts, to express their vision of cultures or cultural events from their own perspective and to share ideas through the cyber platform (forum/personal blogs)
· Develop intercultural dialogue by gathering young journalists of different cultures to work together and exchange approaches and methods related to cultural events impact on societies and municipalities
· Sustain an open communication and dialogue through a cyber platform – which will be hosted thereafter by the Turkish partner in the frame of a to-be-created Turkish-European hub of cultural innovative communication, and managed by the association of its founding members, and opened to all EU Member States cultural stakeholders and their networks
· Ensure better knowledge, understanding and access to Turkish and EU Member States’ culture, creativity and artists
· Ensure the visibility and promotion of EU core fundamental values such as gender equality and equal opportunities, environment preservation and sustainable development when covering cultural events, producing multimedia subjects, and organizing other events

4. Target Group

The main target groups of the proposed action are:

· 70 students in journalism and communication from Turkey, Romania, and France

· Media professionals, cultural operators and artists from Turkey, Romania, and France

· Local, national and transnational multimedia groups in Turkey, Romania, and France and other EU countries 

· CSO (civil society organizations) from cultural sector in Turkey, Romania, and France – and at EU level (platforms, networks)

· 27 EU Member States’ cultural institutes and/or cultural cooperation services in Turkey

· Municipalities of Ankara, Eskişehir, Lille, Istanbul, Bucharest, Essen and Pécs

· EU and Turkish web surfers and other citizens interested in cultural events

· Other students from partner and non-partner universities in Turkey, Romania, and France – especially those from media, journalism, arts and culture departments

· Other academics and professionals from partner and non-partner universities in Turkey, Romania, and France – especially those from media, arts and culture departments

· Other CSO in the sector of Higher Education, Human rights, Environment, etc. 

· National and EU public authorities and policy-makers 

5. Project Location

	PIT
	Activities

	Turkey: Ankara, Eskişehir

France: Lille

Romania: Bucharest
	Turkey: Ankara, Eskişehir, Istanbul, and locations of other “Cultural Bridges” projects

France: Lille, and 4 other locations of events from the Turkish cultural season in France

Germany: Essen

Hungary: Pécs
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