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De la succesul mondial al romanului lui Bram Stoker, renumele voievodului
muntean Vlad Tepes, alias Dracula, | a condamnat la uitare pe Dimitrie
Cantemir, domnul Moldovei, prima mare personalitate intelectuald a romanilor
care si a croit drum in cultura europeani. Personajul legendar al tenebrelor a
umbrit amintirea printului Luminilor. Locul §i importanta acestuia din urmi au
continuat si suscite, cu toate acestea, analize pasionante, prea putin cunoscute
din picate, in afara specialistilor si dincolo de hotarele romanesti... Spiritul siu
enciclopedic, talentul artistic si literar si cunoagterea mai multor limbi striine au
accentuat aspectul complex si surprinzitor al personalititii sale.

Ever since the international success of Bram Stoker’s novel and the rise to fame
of the Wallachian voivode Vlad Tepes (aka Dracula), the name of Dimitrie
Cantemir — the former ruler of Moldavia and the first great Romanian
intellectual to beat his own path in European culture — has been consigned to the
history books. The legendary Prince of Darkness has overshadowed the memory
of the Prince of Light. And while the place and importance of the latter has
nonetheless continued to engender much passionate debate, this is unfortunately
all but unknown outside of specialist circles or beyond Romania’s borders...
His encyclopaedic mind, artistic and literary talent, and knowledge of foreign
languages only reinforce this complex and surprising aspect of his personality.

Depuis le succes mondial de Dracula, le roman de Bram Stoker, la renommée
de Vlad Tepes, dit « CEmpaleur », a condamné a 'oubli le prince de Moldavie
Dimitrie Cantemir, premier lettré roumain a s’étre frayé un chemin dans la
culture européenne. Si le prince des Lumieres a ainsi été éclipsé aux yeux du
public par le héros légendaire des ténebres, il a néanmoins continué a susciter des
recherches passionnantes de la part des historiens roumains, malheureusement
treés peu connues au dela des frontieres... Son esprit encyclopédique, sa maitrise
d’un nombre impressionnant de langues étrangeres et ses talents littéraires et
artistiques font de lui un personnage complexe et fascinant.
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Un principe roman in zorile Luminilor europene
A Romanian Prince at the Dawn of the European Enlightenment

Un prince roumain a 'aube des Lumiéres européennes
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