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Filip Florian               Andrei Oişteanu          Solomon Marcus     Ioan  Groşan                  Madeleine Davidsohn   Riri Sylvia Manor               
PRESS RELEASE
ROMANIAN AUTHORS at the Jerusalem International Book Fair
In 2011, the Romanian Cultural Institute in Tel Aviv is participating with its own book stand at the Jerusalem Book fair, apart from the national stand, organized under the auspices of the Romanian Ministry of Culture. Our stand will be presenting around 100 titles from the RCI Publishing House and translations published within the National Book Centre (CENNAC) programmes. 
The Romanian Cultural Institute Publishing House issues reference works in the fields of literature, art, and science, as well as literary works, alone or in partnership with specialized institutions in Romania or abroad. Among the titles the RCI Publishing House brings to this year’s edition of the Jerusalem Book Fair are some of its most successful books and art albums, such as: Narcis Dorin Ion - Residences and Families of the Nobility in Romania,  Tudor Banuş - Parc(o)urs, Erwin Kessler (editor) - The Self-punishing One. Ştefan Bertalan, Florin Mitroi, Ion Grigorescu. Arts and Romania during the 1980s and 1990s. 

The National Book Centre (CENNAC) operates since 2007 as part of the Romanian Cultural Institute. It supports the translation and promotion of Romanian literature abroad, through its programmes: TPS (Translation and Publication Support Programme), 20 authors, Publishing Romania and the scholarship programme for new and professional translators of Romanian literature. The National Book Centre coordinates the participation in international book fairs, organizes meetings with publishers from various linguistic areas, meetings with authors and translators and ensures the presence of the Romanian writers at international cultural events. Among the titles CENNAC brings to this year edition of the Jerusalem Book Fair are: Filip Florian, Little fingers (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, USA), Norman Manea, Les clowns. Le dictateur et l’artiste (Editions du Seuil, France), Mircea Ivănescu, Lines poems poetry (University of Plymouth Press, UK), Constanţa Vintilă-Ghiţulescu, Liebesglut. Liebe und Sexualität in der rumänischen Gesellschaft 1750-1830 (Frank&Timme, Germany). 

The writers invited by the Romanian Cultural Institute are Filip Florian ("A Dark Chapter – An Enlightened Literature", literary café on February 22, 11:00, together with the Czech writers Petra Hulova and Tomas Zmeskal) and Andrei Oișteanu (a debate about "The Imaginary Jew", literary café on February 23, 16:00, with HUJI professor Moshe Idel). 
The Romanian Ministry of Culture and National Patrimony, which for the last 30 years has been organizing the national stand at the Jerusalem book fair, will therein exhibit books from various Romanian publishing houses,  with more than 300 titles. 
Romanian guests invited by the Ministry of Culture are: Solomon Marcus ("Does Today Literature Have Enough Imagination? A challenge by Eugene Ionesco ", literary café on February 21) and Ioan Groşan (public reading from his latest novel, "A Man from the East" on February 23). The Ministry invited also writers from Israel -  members of the Israeli Writers in Romanian Language Association - to participate in the program with readings from their most recent literary works: Madeleine Davidsohn and Riri Manor.
Fair Program_ROMANIA

Monday, 21.02.2011

11:00-12:00
Open conversation: Does Today Literature Have Enough Imagination? A challenge by Eugene Ionesco. Prof. Solomon Marcus (Romania) meets Lucian-Zeev Herşcovici (National Library, Israel).  English. Literary Café
15:00 – 15:30
Contemporary Romanian Theatre: “Stop the Tempo!” by Gianina Cărbunariu. Hebrew translation: Dalia Shilon-Stiglik. A dramatic reading by students of the Romanian language course at the Romanian Cultural Institute and other volunteers (Israel). Moderator: Gabriela Ştefan (Romania). Hebrew. Teddy Hall D

15:30 – 16:30
Reading from the volume Reverse Counting, Vremea P.H., Bucharest, 2010. Madelaine Davidsohn (Romania/Israel) Moderator: Ioan Ştiubea-journalist (Israel), Ana Andreescu (Romania). Romanian, Hebrew. Romanian stand

16:30 – 17:30
Presentation of the volume "An Anthology of Jewish Folktales", edited by CNI Coresi, Bucharest 2010 Moderator: Laura Maria Albani (Romania). Romanian, English Romanian stand

Tuesday, 22.02.2011

11:00-12:00 
"A Dark Chapter – An Enlightened Literature". The writers Filip Florian (Romania),Tomas Zmeskal (Czech Republic) and Petra Hulova (Czech Republic). Moderator: Noa Manheim (Israel). English. Literary Café

Wednesday, 23.02.2011

16:00 – 17:00
"The Imaginary Jew". Prof. Moshe Idel (Israel) and prof. Leon Volovici (Israel) meet Prof. Andrei Oişteanu (Romania) to discuss on Oisteanu's book "Inventing the Jew: Antisemitic Stereotypes in Central-East European Cultures".  (University of Nebraska Press). English. Literary Café

18:00 – 18:45
Reading from the volume “Motley”, Paralela 45, Pitesti, Romania, 2010 Riri Manor-writer, author of the book (Romania/Israel). Moderator: Zoltan Terner (Israel), Ana Andreescu (Romania). Romanian, English and Hebrew. Romanian stand

18:45 – 19:30 
Reading from the volume “A Man from the East”, Tractus Arte p.h., Bucharest, 2010. Ioan Grosan-writer, author of the book (Romania) Moderator: Zoltan Terner (Israel), Ana Andreescu (Romania). Romanian, English and Hebrew. Romanian stand

Thursday, 24.02.2011

13:00 – 14:30
Debate on the book “Narcotics in Romanian Culture. History, Religion and Literature”. Andrei Oisteanu-author of the book (Romania). Moderator: Gina Pana (Romania). Romanian. Romanian stand

19:00 - 19:45
Contemporary Romanian Theatre: “Aliens with Extraordinary Skills” by Saviana Stănescu. Hebrew translation: Anita Peri Sela. A dramatic reading by students of the Romanian language course at the Romanian Cultural Institute (Israel) and other volunteers (Israel). Moderator: Gabriela Ştefan (Romania). Hebrew. Teddy Hall D

About the Romanian writers
Filip Florian (born in 1968). His first novel, Degete mici / Little Fingers (Polirom 2005; second edition 2007, third edition 2010), was awarded the best debut performance prize by România literară / Literary Romania and the Anonimul Foundation, the Excellence prize for literary debut by UNPR, and the best debut performance award for fiction by the Romanian Writers’ Union. Following translation into Hungarian (Kisujjak. Magvető Könyvkiadó. 2008), German (Kleine Finger. Suhrkamp Verlag. 2008), Polish (Małe palce. Wydawnictwo Czarne), English - USA (Little Fingers. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 2009), Slovenian (Didakta. 2009), Slovak (Malíčki. Kalligram. 2010), Italian (Dita mignole. Fazi Editore. 2010) and Spanish (Acantilado, 2010).

Filip Florian and his brother wrote the novel “Băiuţeii / The Băiuţ Alley Lads” (Polirom. 2006; second edition 2007, third edition 2009), recently published in Poland (Starszy brat, młodszy brat. Wydawnictwo Czarne. 2009) and in Great Britain (University of Plymouth Press, 2010). The novel is under translation in Spain (Acantilado) and Bulgaria (Plural Plus).

His third novel, Zilele regelui / Days of the King (Polirom. 2008; second edition 2010), was awarded the Manuscriptum prize of the Museum of Romanian Literature and The Best Book of the Year by the Contemporary Romanian Novel Colloquium. The novel has already been translated into Hungarian (A király napjai. Budapest: Magvető Könyvkiadó. 2008). The English translation is due to appear in the summer of 2011 in the US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt).
"Florian weaves together several narratives in his debut novel, a strange story of war, death, alienation, politics and bizarre miracles told in brilliant prose." (Publishers Weekly, USA)
Andrei Oişteanu (born in 1948), cultural anthropologist, historian of religions and mentalities. Author of several books among which: The image of the Jew in Romanian Culture: Study of imagology in Central-East European context, Humanitas Publishing House, Bucharest, 2001, second edition in 2004 (prize: the best book of the year 2001);  Il diluvio, il drago e il labirinto: Studi di magia e mitologia europea comparata, Edizioni Fiorini, Verona, 2008; Inventing the Jew: Anti-Semitic Stereotypes in Romanian and Other Central-East European Cultures, Foreword by Moshe Idel, University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln & London 2009; Konstruktionen des Judenbildes: Rumänische und ostmitteleuropäische Stereotypen des Antisemitismus, Frank und Timme Verlag, Berlin, 2010; Narcotics in the Romanian Culture: History, religion and literature, Polirom Publishing House, Iaşi, 2010 (nominated for the best book of the year 2010 in Romania).
”The work is a goldmine of richly documented information. The data will be invaluable to anyone researching Jewish themes related not only to Romania but to any part of the Eastern/Southeastern Europe. It is difficult in a brief notice to convey how extraordinarily erudite and valuable this refreshingly empirically-oriented work is [...] this work of cultural anthropology is unparalleled in scope and interest for a whole range of disciplines.” (Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Oxford, USA)

Solomon Marcus (born in 1925) is recognized as one of the initiators of mathematical linguistics and of mathematical poetics. He published more than 50 books in Romanian, English, French, Italian, German, Spanish, Russian, Hungarian, Czech, Serbo-Croatian, and Greek. Among them: Algebraic Linguistics; Analytical Models. Academic Press, New York and London, 1967; Mathematische Poetik. Athenäum Verlag, Frankfurt/Main,  1973; Universal Paradigms (in Romanian), 4 volumes, Editura Paralela 45, Bucuresti, 2005-2010; Words and Languages Everywhere. Polimetrica, Milano, 2007; The Education in Spectacle (in Romanian). Spandugino Publishing House, Bucuresti, 2010.

Ioan Groşan (born in 1954) is a prose­writer, playwright and journalist. Published volumes: Caravana cinematografică (The Cinematography Caravan) (1985, Romanian Writers’ Union Prize for Debut); Trenul de noapte (Night Train) (1989) ; Şcoala ludică (The Ludic School) (1990); Planeta mediocrilor (Planet of Mediocrities) (1st edition: 1991; 2nd edition: 2002) ; O sută de ani de zile la Porţile Orientului (A Hundred Years at the Gates of the Orient) (1st edition: 1992, Romanian Writers’ Union Prize for Prose; 2nd edition : 2001; 3rd edition, 2007) ; Jurnal de bordel (Brothel Diary) (1995); Nutzi, spaima Constituţii. Jurnal de Cotroceni (Little Johnny, Terror of the Constitution: Cotroceni Diary) (1998); Judeţul Vaslui în NATO (Vaslui County in NATO) (2002), Un om din est (A Man from the East) (2010).

Recently, his book „Caravana cinematografică” was translated into English - The Cinematography Caravan,  University of Plymouth Press, UK (November 2009).

Madeleine Davidsohn. Born in Romania, after graduating from the stomatology faculty in Iaşi she came in 1971 to Israel, where she settled in Haifa. Since 1999, when her debut poetry book was published, she has been writing mainly prose (Hold Your Hand to the Coming Day, Bucharest; Women of the Night, Bucharest; Paradise of the Lost, Bucharest 2008, Reverse Counting, Bucharest 2010). She writes in Romanian and her books are published in Israel and (mainly) in Romania.

Riri Sylvia Manor. Born in Romania, in the 1960’s she made alyia to Israel, where she became an internationally renowned ophtalmology and neuro-ophtalmology specialist. Since 2000, as she herself says, “a miracle happened to me. I have started, after 40 years, to write poems in Romanian” (the same year, a book of her Hebrew poems was also published by Sifriat Hapoalim). Her poetry books are now being published in Romania and enjoy critical acclaim: Save as, Bucharest 2007, Motley, Bucharest 2010.

She has translated a book of poems by Agi Mishol into Romanian, together with Ioana Ieronim (Romanian Cultural Institute Publishing House, 2008). She also translated into Hebrew, together with Ella Blass, a children book by Romanian author Cezar Petrescu, “Fram, the polar bear”.

Riri Manor is also the editor of a special issue of the literary magazine Moznaim, dedicated to the contemporary Romanian literature. The special issue was released on February 3, 2011 at Beit HaSofer in Tel Aviv.

