IMMIGRANT 
How does a community relate to "The Other" and how does the identity‐alterity apparatus function at the community level? The project discusses the attitude oward foreigners and the need to build our identity relating to the others, but also the increasing xenophobic attitude that can be perceived around us. “The object of xenophobia is a population group present within a society, which is not considered part of that society. Often they are recent immigrants, but xenophobia may be directed against a group which has been present for centuries.”* The visual labeling of such a group (regulated by sumptuary laws) was a common practice throughout Europe and continued to be used until the age of Enlightenment. In 1215 the Fourth Lateran Council made the following decree: "Jews and Saracens (Muslims) of both sexes in every Christian province and at all times shall be marked off in the eyes of the public from other peoples hrough the character of their dress."** After Joseph II of Austria's Edict of Tolerance (1781) the use of distinctive markings was stopped until the WWII when the mandatory mark once again becomes a part of Jewish dress: "The yellow badge was a piece of cloth of specific geometric shape, worn on the outer garment in order to distinguish a person of certain religion or ethnicity in public”. The badge had a powerful effect upon individuals and upon the social relations within a community: "Entering the Warsaw ghetto was a shock. The buildings and the streets were the same as the rest of Warsaw, but the atmosphere overwhelmed you. To make myself less conspicuous, I put on an 

armband with the Star of David. Wearing it gave me a very strange feeling. You eel that you are not human. You feel like a marked man. It's hard to believe ‐ just rom an armband ‐ but once you put it on, it's like having a number in a prison."*** 

But to return to the present situation, recent opinion polls point out that many people are still uncomfortable with immigration, showing a phobic attitude oward foreigners. After 9.11, an increase in Islamophobia can be noticed, but he current anti‐immigration attitude in Europe is as well directed towards Eastern Europeans (in the context of the EU enlargement). Emphasizing national identity and promising to limit immigration, nationalist parties continue to do well in elections, being supported by an increasing number of people. In this project I imagined a "what if" situation: What if the sumptuary law was to be reinstated again? What if the immigrants were forced to wear distinctive markings? Could it be a possible scenario for the future? 

* from The American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 

of Mental Disorders 

**"The Fourth Lateran Council of 1215: Decree Concerning the Garb 

Distinguishing Jews from Christians, Canon 68" as quoted in Guido Kisch ‐ "The 

Yellow Badge in History" 

***from a testimony of John Damski 
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