E-mahut / א-מהות
My work revolves around understanding the surrounding inner and outer realities through their archetypal and visual compounds. To me, there are always faces behind these notions and concepts. I'm just picking them out of a crowd. Through drawing portraits I try to investigate my private dilemmas and to constructively question my inner structure as an artist and as an individual. The iconic figures, the emblematic characters in my life need faces in order to become reachable. 

The project I am proposing for The Artists Residence Herzliya is centered on such personal research that lead me to the Israeli Jewish people and culture, more precisely to the Jewish woman as the central and enigmatic figure of my childhood and adult life. The root of the project is one and the same with my personal roots. Starting with my childhood a female lead character stood out without me actually knowing her. It began with us sharing the same name: Erzsebet/ Elisheva. She was my grandmother from my father’s side. To me, she symbolizes the epitome of the strong, mysterious, feminine Jewish essence and stories about her shaped my life as it is today. I keep trying to find links to her inside me and out. My portraits are mostly of men, sometimes emotional avatars for different typologies that get fixed in my subconscious. For this project I am challenging to myself is to find them in the faces and physiognomies of Jewish women of Tel Aviv, to find the traits that make up the Jewish womanhood and maybe a prototype of their pure and delicate but strong essence by observing them. Also key to this project is understanding what it means for me to be a woman with Jewish origins and feeling a deep rooted connection to Judaism but not identifying as Jewish. 

I propose an installation, a wall of drawings on different mediums and papers, different frames or boxes (also made out of found objects), of Jewish women that I meet or see on the street and below it their name (real or fictional). The story within the musicality of the name (ex: Rozalia, Mazal, Erelah, Myriam, Sharon, etc) gives a special and personal dimension to each portrait. Some frames will contain only text, short diary lines that I will write during the residency. 
 
The overall image is that of an emotional mapping of femininity and of personal icons that live on through the Jewish Woman and also a profound and poetic look at what makes up this particular inheritance. 

The title “E-mahut / א-מהות“ is a wordplay on the Hebrew word אמהות that means "maternity" but instead changing the first letter to E, the first letter of Elisheva, and therefore internalizing the term and turning it into a personal concept. The focus of the project is that of proposing an alternative view of collective memory, and making a switch from that of a more historical view to a more personal and humanistic view.
Lea Rasovszky, artist
E-mahut / א-מהות
Activitatea mea artistica are ca punct central intelegerea realitatilor interioare si exterioare prin intermediul compozitele lor arhetipale si vizuale. In spatele acestor notiuni si concepte exista intotdeauna fete, portrete. Eu doar le culeg din multime. Prin studierea portretelor incerc sa imi investighez propriile dileme si sa interoghez in mod constructiv propria mea structura ca artist si ca individ. Figurile iconice, personajele emblematice ale vietii mele trebuie sa capete o forma vizibila, un portret, pentru a deveni inteligibile.
Proiectul pe care il propun pentru The Artists Residence Herzliya este axat pe astfel de cautari personale care m-au condus spre poporul si cultura israeliana, mai precis spre femeia evreica, figura centrala si enigmatica a copilariei mele dar si a vietii mele de adult. Radacina acestui proiect este una si aceasi cu radacinile mele personale. Incepand cu copilaria mea un personaj principal feminin s-a remarcat in mod deosebit, fara a o cunoaste vreodata. A inceput prin faptul ca avem acelasi nume : Erzsebet/ Elisheva.
Ea era bunica mea din partea tatalui. Pentru mine ea simbolizeaza apogeul esentei feminine evreiesti, puternice si misterioase, iar povestile despre ea au modelat viata mea de pana acum. Incerc sa gasesc legaturi cu ea in interiorul si exteriorul meu. Potretele mele sunt de obicei potrete masculine, uneori avatar-uri emoitonale ale diverselor tipologii care se fixeaza in subconstientul meu. Pentru acest proiect ma voi pune in situatia de a gasi astfel de tipologii in potretele si fizionomiile femeilor evreice din Tel Aviv, de a gasi trasaturile care alcatuiesc feminitatea evreiasca si poate de a contura, observandu-le, un prototip al acestei esente pure si delicate dar puternice. De asenemea, un alt aspect esential al proiectului este investigarea a aceea ce inseamna pentru mine a fi o femeie cu origini evreiesti, cu o stransa legatura interioara cu iudaismul dar care nu se identifica drept evreica.
Propun o instalatie, un perete de desene de divere dimensiuni si tehnici, cu diferite rame si cutii (unele facute din obiecte gasite), portrete ale femeilor evreice pe care le intalnesc sau le vad pe strada, iar dedesubt numele lor real sau fictiv. Povestea cuprinsa in muzicalitatea fiecarui nume (ex: Rozalia, Mazal, Erelah, Myriam, Sharon, etc) ofera o dimensiune speciala si personala fiecarui portret. Unele rame vor contine doar text, scurte fraze de jurnal pe care le voi scrie in decursul rezidentei.

Imaginea per ansamblu este aceea a unei cartografieri emotionale a femnitatii si a iconurilor personale care transced prin femeia evreica si de asemenea o imagine poetica si profunda a tot ce inseamna aceasta mostenire deosebita. 
 
Titlul, “E-mahut / א-מהות“ este un joc de cuvinte de la cuvantul ebraic אמהות care inseamna maternitate, inlocuind insa prima litera cu E, de la Elisheva, astfel interiorizand acest termen si transformandu-l intr-un concept personal. Un alt element important al proiectului este propunerea unei viziuni alternative asupra memoriei colective, si propunerea unei treceri de la o viziune istorica la una mai personala si umanista.
Lea Rasovszky, artist
