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Wednesday, September 23, 2009 at 20:00

Meeting with artist/photographer Gaël Bonnefon (France)
Gaël  Bonnefon studied photography at the Toulouse School of Fine Arts and has exhibited all throughout Düsseldorf and Toulouse, where he is currently living today.  By “adding a fictional dimension to what he perceives of the contemporary world”, his work becomes a window into his own world through “documentary style and subjective photography”.  In his talk he will be presenting two significant bodies of work at the Center for Contemporary Art in Tel-Aviv, About Decline (2008) and L’entraînement (2009).


About Decline, is a series of photographs that diary what the artist’s life would be in fictional terms if placed in a pressured and tension filled environment.  He describes a world through different photographic medias, by adding intense exposure and light, which changes the reality of the image and then brings the viewer back to actuality through the use of black and white photos.  This series is combined together in a 7 minute and 24 second slideshow that includes about 104 photographs.


L’entraînement, which translates to “the training,” is a series of photographs visually describes a short story written by author David Chaigon.  The story is about “the life of a young man fighting against the mechanisms of his own life by retreating into extreme and masochistic physical training.”  In Chaigon’s short story, he expresses that the protagonist is trying everything he can not to fail, but in Bonnefon’s images there is an excepted idea that no matter how hard one tries one inevitably may fail.  The combination of the two works, with the underlying opposition, creates a wonderful account of “expectation or glory.”  All photos in this series were shot at night with flash.

Entrance: 10 NIS
With the support of the French Institute and the Embassy of France, Tel Aviv
Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 20:00

Meeting with the film maker Stefan Constantinescu (Romania).

Stefan Constantinescu, born 1968 in Bucharest, Romania, works with many different medias, but is mostly known as a documentary film maker. 

Constantinescu is representing Romania at this years’ Venice Biennial with two video works; Trolleybus 92, 2009 (8 min), and The Passage, 2005 (62 min) (both in Romanian with English subtitles). These films will be shown at the Contemporary Centre for Art in Tel Aviv with an introduction by the artist.

The first short story, Trolleybus 92, is a fiction film. It was shot during the spring of 2009 in a trolleybus in Bucharest. The film captures the psychological tension amongst people in Romania today. This is the first film in a series, where Stefan Constantinescu, scrutinizes the male character of his home country. At one bus stop an old man gets off the bus, whilst a middle aged man replaces him, who then receptively calls his girlfriend or wife and threatens to kill her. When he leaves the bus, a young boy takes his seat.

The Passage is the story about three men who fled from Pinochet’s coup in Chile in 1973 and ended up in Ceausescu’s Romania. Many Chileans who escaped from the repression came to Romania first, because it was one of the countries that opened up its arms to fleeing political refugees. One of refugees, Pedro Ramires, ended up in Iasi which is in the north-east of the country, where he was quite happy. But, as for so many other Chileans, Romania was just a stop on the journey to the promised land of Sweden. Pedro later on moved to Stockholm and in the video he tells of his longing to get back to Romania, where despite severe hardship, he felt a stronger sense of community than in the cold backwater of the north.

On October 3rd Constantinescu will open an exhibition, The Golden Age, at Gal-On Gallery in Tel Aviv where he will show paintings, installations, and objects. The title of the exhibition refers to the prosperous 60’s in Romania's history.

Entrance: 10 NIS

With the support of the Romanian Cultural Institute, Tel Aviv
