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PRESS RELEASE
Romanian Poets at the International Poetry Festival “Nissan”
Maghar, 10th edition (May 17-20, 2009)
Poets from China, Romania, Russia, Spain, France and Irland are to meet some seventy Israeli poets and intellectuals, belonging to the different religious communities (Jews, Muslims, Christians, Druze), on the occasion of the tenth edition of the Nissan International Poetry Festival, taking place in Kfar Maghar, in Galilee, between May 17 and May 20, 2009.
The goal of the festival is the celebration of national and international poetry by this encounter between Israeli and foreign intellectuals, prose writers and poets. The programme of the events includes public readings, characterized by linguistic diversity, literary activities addressed to pupils, symposia on such various subjects as women’s poetry, the lyric genre as the expression of inter-cultural dialogues and the influence of European modernism on Hebrew and Arabic literature. An exhibition of local fine artists is on display at the „Eshkol Pais” cultural centre during the Festival.
Professor Naim Araidi, initiator of the festival: “We invite the general public to an encounter with a multi-layered culture, proof to the fact that poetry is the common language of peace among individuals and peoples.”
The festival is organised by the ”Nissan” Non-profit Organisation for Culture and Art Development in Maghar, whose artistic director is professor Naim Araidi. Other partners include: the Israeli Ministry of Culture – Druse Culture Department, Omanut LaAm (Art for People), HaReshut LePituach HaGalil (Galilee Development Authority), the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Miphal HaPais, with the support of the Romanian Cultural Institute in Tel Aviv for promoting the guests from Romania. 

Romanian poets Robert Şerban and Florin Iaru, who participate in the Festival, reprezent two „ages” of  the contemporary Romanian poetry. 
Robert Şerban is a member of the so-called „generation 2000” poetry, characterized by self-imposed solitude, isolation in a personal, highly intellectual world, as a means of fighting back the contemporary societal reality. Florin Iaru’s poems, as well as those of the other „generation '80” poets, create the illusion of a ”kingdom of words” and demonstrate the use of an ”extreme detail precision”, emphasizing ”the technics, the method, the stilistic registry”. (Nicolae Manolescu, literary historian and critic)
Robert Şerban 
Born on October 4, 1970, in Turnu Severin

Lives in  Timişoara.
Writer and journalist, TV producer and moderator – since August 2000 – of “The Fifth Wheel” TV show, editor of the  „Orizont” magazine, manager of the “Brumar” publishing house in Timişoara .
Published books (in Romanian/German):

1994 – I exagerrate, obviously – The Literary Debut Prize of the Romanian Writers Union 
1996 – Odyssex – poems
1999 – Pepper on the Tongue – interviews, Prize of the Romanian Writers Union – the Timişoara branch
2002 – Following the Great River / Auf den Spuren des grossen Stroms – co-author, poems and prose
2003 – Timişoara with Three Friends – co-author, poems, Prize of the „Poesis” magazine
2004 – The Pink Book of Communism – memories, co-author

2004 – The Fifth Wheel - interviews, Prize of the Romanian Writers Union – the Timişoara branch

2005 – Eggsentricity / Anus dazumal – prose 
2006 – Home-cinema – poems, Prize of the „Observator cultural” magazine for the best poetry book in 2006, Prize of the Romanian Writers Union – the Timişoara branch

2007 – Athénée Palace Hotel – co-author, theatre
2007 – Eyes with Eaves - pamphlets
2008 – A Carriage Ladden with Nothing / ein karren beladen mit nichts – coautor, poezie

2009 – Heimkino, bei mir – poems, published in Germany

Florin Iaru

Pen name of Florin Râpă, writer
Born on May 24, 1954.

1993 – at present, tehnical advisor, Academia Caţavencu.

1999 – 2008 moderator, Romanian National Television, TV shows: Artmania, Look What You’ve Forgotten, Culture in Cooking, Great Romanians, The Friday Topic;
1995 – 1997, vice-president,  Romanian Writers Union;

1990 – 1995, editor, "Cartea românească" publishing house;

1992 – 1993, PR, RCS;

1991 – 1992, journalist, Cotidianul;

1989 (December, 21): takes part in the Bucharest protests. Arrested. At 3 a.m., Radio Free Europe anounces the probable death of Florin Iaru;

1983 – 1989 (December, 21), administrator, "Cartea românească" publishing house;

1982 – 1991, freelance photographer;
1978 – 1981, teacher, Galaţi, Bulbucata;

Published books (in Romanian):

1981, Songs to Cross the Street - The Literary Debut Prize of the Romanian Writers Union, "Albatros" publishing house
1982, Air with Diamonds, editura "Litera", volum colectiv

1984, To the Highest Fiction, "Cartea românească" publishing house
1990, I’m Going Crazy and I’m Feeling Sorry, "Cartea românească" publishing house
2000, Tescani, 40238, "Image" publishing house, colective volume
2002, Selected Poems, "Aula" publishing house
2007, Romanian Erotic Stories, "Trei" , volum colectiv

Freelance journalist: România literară, România liberă, 22, Cotidianul, Academia Caţavencu, Pro Sport (columnist), Adevărul (columnist), 24 FUN and more.
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