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SOUNDS & VISIONS
Artists’ Films and Videos from Europe
The Last Decade

Tel Aviv Museum of Art - February, 6-March, 7, 2009
Opening on February 6, 2009 at 11:00 a.m.

Press Conference on February 1, 2009 at 12:00 
"SOUNDS & VISIONS” is a collaborative European effort, initiated by the Istituto Italiano di Cultura, in partnership with the Institut Français, the Goethe-Institut, the Institutul Cultural Român, and with the significant support of the Delegation of the European Commission to the State of Israel.  

Participating European Union member states include: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and the United Kingdom.

ROMANIA - Mona Vătămanu and Florin Tudor – Ploaia (2005) 

The two artists explore the sudden decline of architecture from its apex. A view of the urban anatomy of today’s Bucharest reveals a painful coexistence of three historical layers: Early Modernism, Modernism in the Communist era and the distortions of the post-1989 architecture.


"The Bergen Project started off as an effort to remember the architecture created in Bucharest between the two World Wars, a layer in the history of the city which is slowly turning to ruin. We were trying to make a systematic inventory of those buildings, from memory. We went in circles for over a week, unable to finalize the gesture. It felt like a combination of pathos and nostalgia and we eventually realized we were actually dealing with trauma - so we progressively switched to the idea of drawing communist blocks. The residency in Bergen also meant for us an important change of context; it was a memory void that allowed us to project differently, from an affective standpoint, those places and blocks. From the somewhat absurd initial idea of drawing from memory and from this change of context appears the solution of the Broodthaers quote. Memory or its breakdown is an interpretative key, alongside the vulnerability of personal history: the film is to a certain extent a consequence of the effort of remembering deployed in previous projects." 
Interview with Mona Vătămanu and Florin Tudor by Mihnea Mircan, IDEA #20, 2005 
“During our stay in Bergen we started to make drawings from memory of Bucharest's modernist buildings. We shifted after a series of discussions to socialist blocks of flats, changing from pieces of cubist architecture 20s-30s to serial blocks made in the 70s-80s, from avant-garde modernism to trauma. We found ourselves in a difficult situation trying to discuss what happened at that moment. The whole process of the project was about our way to search in our memory and deal with it. This mechanism of searching in partially erased memories lead us to a performance documented in a film (making reference to a film by Marcel Broothaers "La Pluie, Projet pour un Texte") in which our effort to draw Bucharest architecture from memory is constantly erased by heavy rain.” 
Mona Vătămanu and Florin Tudor, http://www.monavatamanuflorintudor.ro/ploaia.htm
PAGE  
1

