 
Encounters:

Bucharest – Yafo – Bucharest – Haifa 
Ruth Oren 
I am interested very much in urban landscapes. I may even consider myself sometimes a kind of street photographer. The urbanscape seems for me very attractive; the city accords me a great measure of self-security, I feel at ease with the streets, with the building's facades, with the inner courtyards or the parks. I am attracted very much by those places that seem to be transitory, those that take me with a lovely dynamism towards a state that might be different of their actual existence; they contain several layers of life, they touch me by the hidden stories I find embedded in every detail. The images I create may be sometimes melancholic, because they reflect the sadness of the time passing, but at the same time they contain an optimist feeling of renewal, they express an expectation for promises to an utopian or esthetic space.
I was born in Bucharest, where I spent my early childhood. I grew up in Haifa, where I evolved artistically and intellectually. These two different points in time and space link together my past memories, which somehow are evoked very much by the urban spaces of another city in Israel –Yafo, a colorful, oriental, historic and multi-cultural city, and by Bucharest, which also echoes an imaginary orient, much history, and artistic sensitivity all over. Those spaces both combine the world of yesterday with modern, contemporary world, they both fit into my vision of "changing subjects", of a transforming reality into a better time.

And when I look solely at my own city – Haifa, I see the splendor of the Mediterranean Sea merging with the heights of The Carmel Mountain, I see the layers of olden and newer Israeli history, I see a mixture of multiculturalism, encountered by me in Haifa with probably very much sympathy - if not saying - an urge, towards a somehow cosmopolite experience or a way of life. 
I am exhibiting here a project in process: a tale of an encounter between those three cities, Bucharest, Yafo, Haifa. Although it may be virtual, I try by this encounter to create a unified space for my spiritual identity.
I am assembling a puzzle of 12 photographs that follow some childhood traces in Bucharest, which I encountered only in 2009, almost 50 years after leaving the city, go to a mysterious Yafo, then back again to a modern and transitory Bucharest.

I am also bringing new photographs from Haifa, by which I invite the viewer to share with me that experience of an enchanting, multi-layered city. Those are mingled with images I took in Bucharest during my visits there, which happen to occur more and more, since I rediscovered Bucharest in 2009, visiting it almost 50 years after leaving it, as a young girl. 
