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Saxons in Romania
By Bogdan Croitoru

I made my first ties with Saxons while photographing Sibiu for a story related with its
upcoming statute of European Cultural Capital in 2007. Due to the effort of a
powerful German ethnic minority, Sibiu was shining again. It’s heart, the Great
Square, started to beat faster, a rhythm that reminded the people in this very center
of Saxon culture the flourishing times of the Middles Ages. On the other hand,
despite the involvement of numerous NGO’s in successful projects meant to
preserve Saxon heritage, there is no doubt that is quite unlikely to see Saxon people
growing again in Romania. After taking an almost bucolic landscape photograph of
Alma Vii displaying its nice, perfectly preserved Saxon type houses - a 300-inhabitant
small village that is under a program of stimulating ecotourism and the community’s
strength through traditional activities — | was curious to find out how many Saxons
are still living there. | met the old lady Catarina Gligor (nee Fritzman), the only living
Saxon, who donated her old house to a Romanian family in exchange of nursing her.
This is not a singular case.

With the documentarist’s cynical eye, after lots of research and interviews, National
Geographic Romania writer Catalin Gruia thinks that Saxons in Romania will perish.
The future won’t bring great changes, we’ll know about them just from the treasures
they have left. “Saxons came, worked, and built in Transylvania a civilization which
reached its peak in the 16th century. For them, prosperity went hand in hand with
their privileges of autonomy. Starting with the 19th century, when history took a
nationalist turn, the misfortunes of Saxons came one after the other, culminating in
deportations to Siberia, confiscation of property, communist nationalism and post-
revolutionary chaos. Today, they are an endangered people. Of those left in
Transylvania, most are old people who want to die in their homeland. The rest
returned to Germany, in search of the economic prosperity which had brought their
ancestors to Romania.”

Still, when watching the living aggregation centers such as cities like Sibiu or Medias
starting to offer better conditions for the returned Saxons or to their offspring there,
| become naively optimistic: | dare to imagine a Saxon renaissance in Romania.
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Sasové v Rumunsku
Autor: Bogdan Croitoru

Se Sasy jsem se poprvé sezndmil béhem fotografovani Sibiu kvali ¢ldnku vztahujicimu
se k jeho nadchazejicimu statutu Evropského hlavniho mésta kultury v roce 2007.
Diky usili silné némecké etnické minority Sibiu opét zafilo...Velké namésti zacalo
tepat v rychlejsim rytmu, ktery lidem v tomto centru saské kultury pfipomnél obdobi
rozkvétu Sibiu ve stfedovéku. Na druhé strané, navzdory ucasti cetnych neziskovych
organizaci na Uspésnych projektech s cilem zachovani saského dédictvi neni pochyb o
tom, Ze saskd populace v Rumunsku se pravdépodobné rozriistat nebude. Po
fotografovani témér idylické krajiny v Alma Vii s jejimi dokonale zachovanymi
saskymi domky — jednd se o vesni¢ku s 300 obyvateli, kterd je soucdasti programu
podporujiciho ekoturismus a posileni komunity za pomoci tradi¢nich ¢innosti — jsem
nedockavé patral, kolik Sasi zde stale Zije. Poté jsem se seznamil se starsi pani
Catarinou Gligor (rozenou Fritzman), jedinou Zijici Saskou, kterd vénovala svlij dim
rumunské rodiné vyménou za to, Ze se o ni postara. A to neni ojedinély pfipad.

Po absolvovani rozsahlého vyzkumu a mnoha rozhovorech dospél novinar National
Geographic, Catalin Gruia, svym cynickym pohledem dokumentaristy k zavéru, ze
Sasové v Rumunsku vymizi. Budoucnost Zadné velké zmény nepfinese, budeme o
nich védét jen diky pokladim, které zde zanechali. ,Sasové pfrisli, pracovali a v
Transylvanii vybudovali civilizaci, kterd svého vrcholu dosdhla v 16. stoleti. Jejich
prosperita Sla ruku v ruce s jejich vysadou autonomie. S pocatkem 19. stoleti, kdy
historie nabrala nacionalisticky smér, se na Sasy zacalo valit jedno nestésti za druhym
kulminujic deportacemi na Sibif, konfiskaci majetku, komunistickym nacionalismem a
porevolu¢nim chaosem. Dnes jsou to ohroZeni lidé. Ti, kdo v Transylvanii z(stali, jsou
vétsinou stafi lidé, ktefi si preji zemfit ve své domoviné. Zbytek se vratil do Némecka
v hledani ekonomické prosperity, ktera kdysi pfivedla jejich predky do Rumunska.”

A presto, kdyZz se divam na pulzujici centra, jakymi jsou mésta Sibiu nebo Medias,
pokud budou moci nabidnout lepsi podminky Sasim vracejicim se do Rumunska
anebo nékolika malo mladym, ktefi zde Ziji, pfiklanim se na optimistickou, naivni
stranu a odvazuji se véfit v saskou renesanci v Rumunsku.



In English. V &esting. In romana.

Sasii din Romania
De Bogdan Croitoru

Am stabilit primele mele legdturi cu sasii in timpul unei sedinte fotografice la Sibiu
pentru o poveste legata de statutul sau viitor de capitala culturalda europeana 2007.
Datorita eforturilor unei minoritati etnice germane puternice, Sibiul stralucea din
nou. Inima orasului, Piata Mare, a inceput sa bata repede, intr-un ritm care le
reamintea oamenilor din acest centru al culturii sase de perioada infloritoare din Evul
Mediu.

Pe de altd parte, in ciuda implicarii numeroaselor ONG-uri in proiecte de succes
menite sa pastreze mostenirea saseascd, nu incape indoiala ca sasii nu vor mai fi ce
au fost in Romania. Dupa ce am facut o fotografie aproape bucolica cu peisajul din
Alma Vii in care apareau casele frumoase si perfect pastrate, de tip sdasesc — un sat
mic cu 300 de locuitori care a intrat intr-un program de stimulare a ecoturismului si
ridicare a comunitatii prin activitati traditionale — am fost curios sa aflu cati sasi mai
traiesc aici. M-am intalnit cu doamna Catarina Gligor (nascuta Fritzman), singura de
origine saseasca care mai traieste si care si-a donat casa veche unei familii de romani
pentru ca ei sa aiba grija de ea. Acesta nu este un caz singular.

Cu ochiul cinic al documentaristului, dupa multe cercetari si interviuri, Catalin Gruia
scriitor pentru National Geographic Romania crede ca sasii din Romania vor disparea.
Nu se vor schimba prea multe in viitor, vom sti despre ei doar din comorile pe care
le-au lasat. “Sasii au venit, au muncit, si au construit in Transilvania o civilizatie care a
atins apogeul in secolul al 16-lea. Pentru ei, prosperitatea a insemnat privilegii de
autonomie”.

Tncepand cu secolul al 19-lea, cand istoria a devenit nationalist3, sasii au inceput sa
aiba neplaceri, care au culminat cu deportari in Siberia, confiscarea proprietatii, haos
nationalist comunist si post-revolutionar. Tn prezent, sunt pe cale de disparitie.
Marea majoritate a celor care au ramas in Transilvania sunt batrani care vor sa se
stingd pe pamanturile natale. Restul, s-au intors in Germania, Tn cautarea
prosperitatii economice care le-a adus stramosii in Romania.”

Totusi, cand vad orasele ca Sibiu sau Medias, care incep sa ofere conditii mai bune
pentru sasii reintorsi sau pentru urmasii lor, devin in mod naiv un optimist:
indraznesc sa sper in renasterea sasilor din Romania.



