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Dirty miners — Clean miners
By Bogdan Croitoru

Among the miners of Romania’s monoindustrial coal exploitations in Valea Jiului (Jiu
River’s Valley), the hardest work is performed by those extracting coal from the
several hundred-meter-deep underground deposits. Facing a harsh, dangerous
environment, which, in time, has taken its toll in human lives, coal miners developed
very strong relations within their group, acting like a big family.

In the early '90s, after the fall of Ceausescu’s communist regime, in order to
“defend” Romania’s new leaders or to claim union rights, miners from Valea Jiului
acted as a powerful and violent group in movements called at the time “mineriade”.
In June 1990 miners traveled hundreds of kilometers from their homes to Bucharest
and, through bloody interventions, oppressed the crowds protesting in Universitatii
Square — made up mainly of students and intellectuals — against former communists
taking part in Romania’s administration, one of them being lon lliescu, the country’s
president back then. Through mine closures, forced layoffs and voluntary dissolution,
the number of actual employees in Valea Jiului has decreased considerably. More
than 50,000 miners were active in Valea Jiului in 1989, at the end of the communist
era, while less than 6,000 currently work there. During negotiations with the
government, the International Monetary Fund recommended closing all the mines in
Valea Jiului, taking into consideration the highly indebted industry and the lack of
prospects in improving the economic viability of coal extractions. Some Romanian
politicians see tourism in Valea Jiului as an alternative to coal mining. Still, few of the
area’s inhabitants believe that a switch to tourism will provide enough resources.

As many other Bucharestians of my generation, | have first developed a kind of
negative stereotype of the miners after the events in the 90s. Then | happened to
meet a very good friend born in Petrila. His relatives are living there. | traveled in the
area at least once a year during the last 15 years. Gradually, | found friendly people
with warm souls, working in crazy conditions for their families - so much different
from those evil miners hiding in my mind’s darkest corners. From this dichotomous
perception came the idea to visually underline the metamorphosis of the coal miners
in their daily life cycle - and in my personal understanding too. Only a few of the
workers, changing their clothes in the locker rooms in Livezeni and Petrila mines,
accepted to be photographed before and after their shower because, as one of them
confessed, “...I don’t want my wife and kids to see how ugly | am coming back from
my shift, black as a devil with all this coal powder on my skin. But this is the only way
| know how to put bread on the table.”

Note: to the author’s knowledge, none of the depicted persons has participated in
any kind of violence or in other illegal acts.
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Spinavi hornici — Cisti hornici
Autor Bogdan Croitoru

Mezi horniky, ktefi tézi uhli v rumunské monoindustridlni oblasti ve Valea Jiului
nékolik stovek metr(i hluboko pod povrchem. Hornici, ktefi museji ¢elit tvrdym a
nebezpeénym podminkam v prostredi, které si mnohdy vyZzadalo obéti na Zivotech, si
mezi sebou vytvofili silné vazby a pUsobi jako jedna velka rodina.

Na pocatku 90.let, po padu Ceausescuova komunistického rezimu, pUsobili hornici

z Valea Jiului v rdmci hnuti v té dobé znamych pod ndzvem ,mineriade” jako silnd a
agresivni skupina, s cilem takzvané branit nové vedouci predstavitele Rumunska a
domadhat se prav odboru. V ¢ervnu 1990 tito hornici opustili své domovy a cestovali
stovky kilometr do Bukuresti, kde v podobé krvavych zasah( napadli davy studentt
a intelektual( protestujici na namésti Universitatii proti byvalym komunist{im
pusobicim ve vldadé Rumunska, mimo jiné i lonovi llinescu, tehdejSimu prezidentovi
zemé.

Z dtvodu zavirani doll, nuceného propousténi i dobrovolného odchodu se pocet
zaméstnancl ve Valea Jiului vyrazné snizil. Zatimco v roce 1989, na konci
komunistické éry, ve Valea Jiului pracovalo vice nez 50 000 hornik(, dnes je jich
méné nez 6000.

V rdmci jednani s vladou, Mezinarodni ménovy fond doporucil zavfit vSechny doly ve
Valea Jiului vzhledem k vysoké zadluZenosti primyslu a nedostate¢né ekonomické
Zivotaschopnosti tézby uhli. Néktefi rumunsti politikové vidi ekonomickou
alternativu téZzby uhli ve Valea Jiului v turismu. Jen malo mistnich obyvatel se vsak
domniva, Ze prfechod k turismu zajisti v dané oblasti dostatek pfijmu.

Stejné jako mnoho dalSich obyvatel Bukuresti mé generace, jsem si i ja na horniky
zprvu vytvofil negativni stereotypni pohled, zvlasté po udalostech v obdobi 90.let.
Poté jsem se blizce spratelil s muzem, ktery se narodil v Petrile. Jeho rodina tam stale
Zije. Za poslednich 15 let jsem do této oblasti nejméné jednou roéné vycestoval.
Postupné jsem se zde seznamil s pratelskymi lidmi s laskavym srdcem, ktefi pracuji

v otfesnych podminkach, aby uzZivili své rodiny — byl to ohromny rozdil oproti
hrozivym predstavdam zlych hornik(, které jsem choval hluboko v mysli. Z téchto
protichtdnych viemU vzesla myslenka vizualné podtrhnout metamorfézu hornika

v jejich kazdodennim cyklu — a také v mém osobnim chdapani.

Jen malo pracovnikd, ktefi se prevlékali v Satnach doll v Livezeni a Petrile, bylo
ochotno nechat se vyfotografovat predtim a poté, co se osprchovali, protoze, jak
jeden z nich fekl: ,, Nechci, aby ma Zena i déti vidély, jak jsem osklivy, kdyz skon¢im
praci, ¢erny jako dabel, pokryty uhelnym prachem. Ale je to jediny zpUsob, jak
dokazu pfinést na stll chleba.”

Poznamka: Pokud je autorovi zndmo, zadna z fotografovanych osob se nepodilela
na jakékoliv nasilné nebo nelegalni ¢innosti.
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Mineri murdari — Mineri curati
De Bogdan Croitoru

Cea mai grea munca, printre minerii din exploatatiile de carbune monoindustriale din
Valea Jiului, Romania, o au cei care extrag carbunele din zacaminte aflate la cateva
sute de metri adancime. Ei lucreaza in conditii foarte grele si periculoase, care, cu
timpul, si-au spus cuvantul si au luat vieti omenesti. De aceea, intre mineri s-au
dezvoltat relatii de grup foarte stranse, ei comportandu-se ca o mare familie.

La inceputul anilor ‘90, dupa caderea regimului comunist al lui Ceausescu, pentru a-i
“apara” pe noii conducatori ai Romaniei sau pentru a cere drepturi sindicale, minerii
din Valea Jiului s-au organizat intr-un grup violent si puternic in miscari numite la
acea vreme “mineriade”. Tn iunie 1990 minerii au clatorit sute de kilometri pana la
Bucuresti si, prin interventii sdngeroase, au oprimat multimile care protestau in Piata
Universitatii — formate din studenti si intelectuali — impotriva fostilor comunisti care
faceau parte din conducerea Romaniei, dintre care unul era si lon lliescu,
Presedintele tarii la acea vreme.

Prin inchiderea minelor, concedieri fortate si renuntare voluntara, numarul actual de
angajati din Valea Jiului a scazut considerabil. Peste 50,000 de mineri erau activi in
Valea Jiului in 1989, la sfarsitul epocii comuniste, Tn timp ce astazi lucreaza acolo mai
putin de 6,000. In timpul negocierilor cu guvernul, Fondul Monetar International a
recomandat nchiderea tuturor minelor din Valea Jiului, din cauza acestei industrii cu
datorii foarte mari si lipsei de perspective pentru o imbunatatire a viabilitatii
economice a extractiei de carbune. Unii politicieni romani vad turismul ca o
alternativa pentru minerit. Totusi, foarte putini dintre locuitorii din zona cred ca
trecerea la turism va aduce destule resurse.

Ca si multi alti bucuresteni din generatia mea, mi-am format un fel de stereotip
negativ din mineri dupa evenimentele din anii ‘90. Apoi intamplarea a facut sa
intalnesc un foarte bun prieten nascut in Petrila. Rudele lui trdiesc acolo. Am
calatorit in zona cel putin o data pe an in ultimii 15 ani. Treptat, am intalnit oameni
prietenosi si primitori, care lucreaza in conditii foarte grele pentru familiile lor - atat
de diferiti de acei mineri rai care stateau ascunsi in cele mai ascunse colturi ale mintii
mele.

De la aceasta perceptie dihotomica a venit ideea de a sublinia vizual metamorfoza
minerilor de carbune din viata de zi cu zi — dar si in intelegerea mea personala.
Numai cativa dintre muncitori, care se schimba in vestiarele din minele Livezeni si
Petrila, au acceptat sa fie fotografiati inainte si dupa dus deoarece, asa cum a
marturisit unul dintre ei, “...Nu vreau ca sotia si copiii sa vada cat de urat sunt cand
ma intorc din turd, negru ca un drac cu toata pulberea aceasta de carbune pe piele.
Dar acesta este singurul mod in care stiu sa-mi castig painea.”

Nota: dupa informtiile autorului, niciuna dintre persoanele prezentate nu a participat la vreun act
de violenta sau ilegal.



