


From afar
A text by Matei Bejenaru

The first exodus began in the '60s and lasted until 1989. In this
interval millions of men and women left behind their villages and

moved to the city... The Romanian communists had the

ambitious plan of building socialism in a country of peasants...

Radio Free Europe called this plan "forced industrialisation".
Against their will, the youth were forced to leave their

countryside world, their parents' and ancestors' lifestyle, and
move into a new world that was foreign to them: the world of

socialist cities, with never-ending sites on which factories were
built, and with apartment blocks in which hot water and heating
were delivered parsimoniously... Hoe and plough handles were

replaced by hammers, sewing machines and Iathes..

The second exodus began in the '90s, after the fall
communism, and it continues today. Most of the co
factories went bankrupt one after the other, e f
peasants-turned-factory-workers were left jobs.
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